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Dear Alumni, 
 

 As headmaster, it is wonderful to see how the alumni who were once my Bible-English 

students are putting to good use the education they received here.  They are now teachers 

themselves; they are entrepreneurs; they are mothers and fathers; they are photographers and 

ministers and scientists and lawyers.   
 

 At Homecoming each year, we celebrate the achievements of former ―Brookers,‖ and we 

also celebrate the many ways that you, as alumni, give back to the School that helped shape who 

you are.  You come to speak in chapel and in classes; you volunteer for our alumni committees 

and serve on our board of trustees; and hundreds of you support the School financially.  Thank 

you for giving back in all of these ways! 
 

 One way that a few of our graduates give back is by returning to Stony Brook as faculty 

themselves; Kevin Kunst ’89 is one who has taught and coached here for eight years now.  The 

enclosed brochure describes how Kevin’s passionate conviction – that learning starts with the 

heart – helped one of our newest alums, Adam Duff ’07, find his own conviction as an athlete 

and as a human being. 
 

 Kevin says that to play ―with heart‖ means you’re going to do the best you can in every 

moment of the game because your teammates need you to, because your coach asked you to, and 

because it’s simply the right thing to do.  To play with heart means to play with a mysterious mix 

of personal and communal pride that has been called everything from loyalty to character to 

sacrificial Christian love.   
  

 The heart is the seat of compassion and also the seat of courage.  It is the source of 

tenderness and also the source of strength.  An education that aims to develop in young people 

the ability to make and keep commitments, to make and keep real friendships; the humility to 

admit your ignorance, and the determination to move beyond that ignorance—such an education 

must begin and end with the heart.   
 

 Along the way, concrete skills must also be learned.  Stony Brook’s workjob program, 

leadership positions, AP courses, community service and travel opportunities, athletic teams, 

Bible classes, theatrical productions and literary publications all combine to form a foundation 

upon which students can and do build meaningful lives. 
 

 It’s a daunting task to maintain a living tradition.  Fields that Kevin Kunst played on in the 

1980s and that I coached on in the 1970s now require extensive leveling and irrigation.   Dorm 



room furniture that is in some cases thirty-five years old must be refurbished or replaced.  These 

are just two examples of School needs that tuition alone will not come close to covering.  Thus 

we depend upon the charitable support of alumni, parents, and friends like you. 
 

 Good stewardship of the resources we receive is one of the School’s highest priorities.  For 

the past ten years, our budget has been balanced, our endowment has doubled, and our annual 

fund has grown roughly five percent each year.  In 2006-07, alumni contributed over $500,000 to 

The Stony Brook School.  We take seriously the responsibility to use this charitable support 

wisely.  
 

 The most important way that you can help The Stony Brook School flourish is to consider a 

gift to our annual Fund for Character Education.  This essential fund allows us to provide the 

very best teachers and program offerings; it is the foundation for the financial aid from which 

over 30% of our students benefit; and it channels much-needed resources to maintaining and 

improving our historic campus.  I know of no better way to position the School for the future 

than by unrestricted giving to the Fund for Character Education.   
 

 I would like to personally invite you to make a gift to the Fund this fall. Contributions of any 

amount are gratefully accepted and carefully expended for the express purpose of nurturing our 

students.  A reply envelope is enclosed for your convenience.  If you would prefer to give online, 

please visit www.stonybrookschool.org.  
 

 Again and again I have heard alumni say, ―I would not be the person I am today without The 

Stony Brook School.‖  I urge you to make a gift today that will help future generations of 

students learn to become their best selves. 

 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 
 

http://www.stonybrookschool.org/

